North Carolina DECA

Types of DECA Competition

The business world is full of activity:  marketing and promotion, management and organization, human relations, selling and economic activities.  To prepare our potential business leaders as professionally as possible, DECA offers three types of competition, as highlighted below. 

1. Competency-Based Competitive Events:  This competition has two phases.  First, students compete by taking a paper and pencil test evaluating how much knowledge they possess of business and marketing concepts.  Secondly, they role-play realistic marketing and business situations.  Students are given a problem or case study to analyze and are judged on their ability to develop solutions, make recommendations, or design strategies to accomplish marketing goals.  

2. Your role as Judge:  For the role-play situations, judges are asked to evaluate student performance by assuming a role in the situation and completing a simple DECA evaluation instrument which lists the competencies or skills the student will be demonstrating.  Evaluation of students will take place from 9:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012
3. Written Events/Chapter Projects:  Just as businesses prepare proposals and reports, students are asked to prepare projects for a business or organization.  We have various competency-based projects where students research and write reports of up to 30 pages in length, explaining a marketing proposal, a business start-up, a promotional concept, or a civic activity.  At the conference, these projects are evaluated as are presentations explaining the reports and their potential. 

4. Your role as Judge:  For the written events and chapter projects, our judges read and evaluate each project and evaluate presentations, made by one to three students, explaining the project.  Judges ask clarifying questions and use a simple DECA evaluation instrument which lists the competencies or skills the student will be demonstrating.  These evaluations will take place from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 2, 2012.

5. Team Decision-Making Events:  Students will compete in Business Law& Ethics, Buying & Merchandising, Financial Analysis, Hospitality & Services Management, Internet Marketing or Travel and Tourism Marketing.  Each team, consisting of two students, will be given a problem to solve related to their event category.  Teams will have up to 30 minutes to analyze the problem and identify a solution.  Teams will then make a 15-minute presentation to the judge.  

6. Your role as Judge:  For the team decision making events, judges are asked to evaluate student performance by listening to the presentation, asking clarifying questions, and evaluating student performance using a simple DECA evaluation which lists the competencies to be covered.  These evaluations will take place from 2:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 1, 2012.

The Importance of the Judge’s Role

One of the most important benefits of the North Carolina Marketing Education and DECA program is the relevance of instruction and actual link to the business community.  Students work at cooperative education sites, have classroom presentations by employers and participate in our competitive events.  You, as a judge, provide an essential service in our competitive event evaluation because you provide a realistic and professional knowledge base from which to evaluate.  Students go from state competition to our National DECA Career Development Conference where they compete with state winners nationally.   

Decide to be a part of this meaningful learning experience for our students.

Complete the enclosed response form and mail it today!     

