 “NC DECA…Only the Best

Stake Your Claim in the Wild Wild West”
2012 North Carolina DECA Career Development Conference

March 1-3, 2012
Thursday-Saturday
Greensboro, North Carolina
NC DECA Advisors, prepare for the 68th Annual North Carolina DECA Career Development Conference.  For over half a century, this event has provided an annual opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments of your students.  Because of your devotion and leadership, your students are sure to find themselves with the gold at the Grand Awards Session.
Please read this entire memo and all materials carefully!   It is imperative that you understand changes affecting your students as well as the process for submitting registration to attend this conference.  Your attention to each detail is critical.   Time for making corrections will be minimal.  Please proof all materials carefully before electronically submitting and mailing your registration to NC DECA.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  
On-site registration for advisors begins at 10:00 a.m. and runs until 12:00 noon.  Hotel check-in is at 3:00 p.m.  The hotel is unable to accommodate early arrivals, so you may want to have your students travel in business attire so they can begin recognition testing upon arrival.  We will also have early bird registration on Saturday evening!

Registration Procedures
· Conference Registration is $70.00 for students and advisors.  Chaperones registration fee is $55.00.

· Tuesday, January 31, 2012 deadline for electronic registration submission to linda.ray@dpi.nc.gov and postmark for all Section J materials.  Refer to the “2012 CDC Instructions” for directions for completion.
· All CDC participants and Voting Delegates must be competitors.  Do not register students unless they are competing.  Call your Board Chairperson for clarifications.  State officer candidates are considered competitors, as they are running for office.

· A chart is provided in the electronic registration packet to help you identify which competitive events a student can participate in during our state conference.  Please remember, students may only compete in one event requiring a written exam with one exception.  Students may also enter ADC, FMP, SEPP, HTPS, and PSE.  However, the written exam MUST be from the same career cluster.  
· Conference Toys may be purchased for the three general sessions for you and your students at $5.00 per person.  See top of registration form.
· The 2012 ACC Women’s Basketball Tournament will be held during our conference.  You may purchase tickets for the Friday evening game as a part of your registration at $6.00 per participant.  Transportation is provided between the hotel and coliseum.  
· Testing Window-Tentatively scheduled for February 16–24, 2012. 
Verification Reports

An e-mail will be sent to you advising you to check the NC DECA Website to verify your student information and competitive events.  PLEASE review your verification report carefully to ensure correct registration for your Chapter.  Every student must be registered for the correct event because this cannot be changed on-site at state conference.  Failure to catch errors on this report can mean lost opportunities for your students.  This step is critical!  Turn around time for verifying forms will be extremely short -- one or two days.  Please help us make this the year of no errors!  Check your e-mail for your verification notice.  Thanks for your help and support working through the registration process this year.  
AGENDA




· Students may participate in Recognition Testing on Thursday and Friday.
· Proficiency Winners are recognized during the Regional Awards Sessions.  

· State Event Finalists will be recognized during the Series Honors Session Friday night. 
· The NC DECA Career Development Conference will conclude with the Grand Awards Session, recognizing overall finalists and winners in all CBCE’s and individual/team events and projects.

· An agenda will be included with the “Conference Update” prior to the conference. 
WRITTEN EVENTS/PROJECTS
Make sure you reference the slick DECA Guide from the National office for complete guidelines and rules to individual/team written events and projects. There have been several changes, so make sure you read all guidelines carefully!  Remember, the postmark deadline for submitting all individual/team written events and projects is February 10, 2012.  Be sure you enter the correct code on the electronic CDC Registration Excel File.  Completed Written Projects may be sent early.  
VOTING DELEGATES

Voting delegates have a great responsibility because they elect the State Officer Team.  Consider this carefully when selecting your chapter’s representatives.  Refer to the formula found in the NC DECA Handbook.  You will receive voting delegate materials in your registration packet.  
NC DECA Super Kids Fund to send kids to MDA Camp

Chapters participating in this years’ project to send kids with muscular diseases to MDA have already sent your December postmark contribution to NC DECA.  The highest contributing Chapter to the NC DECA Super Kids Fund receives recognition on state at the conference. 
DECA FOUNDATION
In order to continue our scholarships, International CDC travel awards and competitive event recognition, we need your chapter contribution. The DECA Foundation allows your chapter to choose a level of contribution.  Complete the form in Section J of the Handbook and mail with check attached to North Carolina DECA Office.  Chapters contributing:

· $100 are recognized with a bronze-level plaque,

· $200 with a silver-level plaque,
· And $300 with a gold-level support plaque.  
SONYA WILLIAMS DISMUKE SCHOLARSHIP

Many chapters have mourned the loss of a fellow DECA member, a friend, or teacher who touched their lives as Sonya touched ours.  Searching for a way to make their memories live on, we have established the Sonya Williams Dismuke Scholarship.  The scholarship provides a way for those who are no longer with us to be remembered through NC DECA, an association they all loved.  Your contribution should be submitted with state conference registration materials by the postmark deadline to have your chapter's name published in the conference program. 

QUIZ BOWL


Student teams of four will take a 100-question test of Marketing, Business, Economics, Roberts’ Rules and DECA facts. The top 8 teams will participate in the game show format.  The winning team members receive assistance to attend the International Conference in the amount of $40.00 each or a total of $160 for the team. 
CIVIC AWARENESS AWARD

The Civic Awareness Award is designed to encourage chapters to host food/clothing/toy drives.  If your chapter wishes to be considered for this award, and has hosted a drive, please submit documentation from the receiving organization and a tally the results of your project.  The top chapter will be recognized!
THE CAREER CHOICE AWARD

DECA Advisors who were DECA members in high school qualify for the Career Choice Award because you are now a Marketing Educator!  If you have not previously received this award, complete the form in Section J and include it with your chapter registration.

RECOGNITION TESTING
Students have the opportunity to take a Marketing Math, Free Enterprise/ Economics and a Marketing Fundamentals test at our CDC.  Every student reaching proficiency will be awarded a certificate and the top ten will be recognized with plaques.  
· Free Enterprise/Economics & Marketing Math tests are offered on Thursday.
· Marketing Fundamentals test is offered on Friday.  
Remember, calculators are not permitted for any test.
SCHOLARSHIPS
See “Section K” of the NC DECA Handbook for complete scholarship information.   Deadline for scholarship applications to be received in the state office is February 11th.  Two students per coordinator are allowed to apply.  The applications are screened prior to the conference and up to 36 students may be interviewed.  Only applications with complete supporting data are reviewed.  Complete all procedures as directed in Section K to ensure your applicants are not disqualified because of omissions.  All applicants will be notified prior to CDC as to whether or not they will be interviewed.  All students submitting a completed T Carl Brown Scholarship application are also considered for the Sonya Williams Dismuke Scholarship.  
NEW CHARTER REQUESTS

All new Marketing Education Program/DECA chapters need to complete the New Charter Request found in Section J.

OFFICER CANDIDACY

North Carolina DECA selects six highly-qualified individuals to lead our state association for the coming year.  Please review and follow the guidelines and procedures for state officer candidacy in “Section L” of the NC DECA Handbook.  All new officers must attend SOLD CON/state officer training, summer conference, the International CDC, State Leadership Conference, and planning weekends which are scheduled next year to prepare for conferences.   Please make sure your potential candidates know of these requirements.  Students who cannot commit to being available during these required dates/functions cannot become state officers.  Encourage only those students who are truly committed to lead and serve North Carolina DECA to run for a state office.  All candidates should prepare a written statement concerning their candidacy to be posted on the website.
PICTURES
If you would like to feature your students during state conference, you may e-mail pictures to jhunt22@carolina.rr.com by January 31st.  This is a great chance for your students to be on the BIG SCREEN!!!

                               


                      
DANCE/T-SHIRTS

Conference T-shirts are the required dress for the dance.  Students are not to alter these shirts in any way.  Jeans may be worn with their official NC DECA conference T-Shirt.  Students will not be admitted to the dance without their wristbands and their conference T-shirt worn properly.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Again, please help us by carefully registering yourself, your chaperones and your students for this conference.  Use the Registration Checklist in your handbook to “double check” every step of the registration process.  Thanks for all you do...your involvement is appreciated!!  We could not have this conference without you!   Please call Pamela O'Brien or Linda Ray, if you have questions.  
Expect to receive a future e-mailing of the following being posted to the NC DECA website in mid February.
1. Teacher-Coordinator Assignments

2. Conference Update
3. Conference Agenda
Phone Numbers:

Pam Cell:
(919) 271-5623

Linda Home:
(919) 789-9608

Linda Cell:
(919) 906-9989

DECA Mailing Address:

NCDPI/NC DECA

Pamela O’Brien, Advisor

6358 Mail Service Center

Raleigh NC  27699-6358

Three (3) checks should be mailed to NC DECA if applicable:

· One check for all Registration Fees for teachers, chaperones and students, and
· One check for your NC DECA Foundation Supporting Chapter Award, and

· One check for the Sonya Williams Dismuke Scholarship.
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